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An education 
that stays with 
you for life
GIRLS FROM YEAR 12 TO YEAR 13
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WELCOME TO EDGBASTON HIGH SCHOOL SIXTH FORM

While academic rigour underpins 
the School’s approach to teaching 
and learning, as a Sixth Former at 
EHS you will enjoy a programme of 
study and enrichment activities that 
adds balance to your timetable and 
encourages you to use your time in  
a wider range of ways.

With excellent facilities and specialist 
staff, we support you fully in your 
studies, and provide regular personal 
reviews, tutorials and careers advice. 
We’re here to help with your subject 
and option selections, and encourage 
you to develop effective study and 
revision skills. We also guide you 
through UCAS applications for 
Higher Education, and can help you 
develop your interview techniques. 
 

Our former students describe their 
two years of Sixth Form life as an 
intense period of study, in which 
they also develop confidence, become 
more involved in school life through 
leadership and mentoring activities, 
and take on new challenges.

Our aim is to ensure you leave the 
EHS Sixth Form ready to take on 
whatever challenges you set yourself. 
We want you to be perceptive and 
responsible members of society with 
a sense of service and commitment 
– while not diminishing your creativity 
and spontaneity!

Whether you are a newcomer 
or an existing student at EHS, 
the Sixth Form here represents 
the culmination of your school 
career. It offers you the 
opportunity to achieve academic 
goals, contribute to school 
and community life, and learn 
sometimes unexpected new skills.

 “ A Sixth Form should be 
something more than a sixth 
class in a school, and you may 
not take the name until you 
are worthy of it.”

 Alice Cooper
 First Headmistress of EHS  
 1875-1895
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THE EDGBASTON ETHOS

The Sixth Form Centre is part of  
the Senior School, but has its own 
classrooms, ICT suite and study area, 
as well as a Common Room with a 
fully equipped kitchen and separate 
dining room. We also provide 
comprehensive support through  
the School’s Careers Service.

Dedicated to your development
When you join the EHS Sixth Form, 
you will be one of a tutor group 
comprising around 12 students.  
Your Form Tutor is also a personal 
tutor, and will be your principal 
advisor and staff contact throughout 
your time here. Your timetable will 
cover subject lessons, an enrichment 
programme, and tutorials.

In addition, we encourage you to take 
an active role in school life – for 
example, by mentoring younger girls, 
running the Student Council, serving 
on the Sixth Form Committee, 
captaining Houses, or representing 
the School as the Head Girl or one of 
her Deputies.

Learning for life
As well as contributing to the fabric 
and culture of EHS, we also expect 
you to enhance and complement 
your studies through enrichment 
activities and personal development. 
Opportunities cater for all interests 
and inclinations: for example, 
studying a new language, taking  
an Open University short course, 
working with a local Primary School, 
becoming a school pool lifeguard, 
learning how to create cordon bleu 
meals, or taking part in the Young 
Enterprise Scheme. 

Being part of a wider community
Service to the community is also 
central to the enrichment curriculum 
at EHS, and opportunities to help the 
elderly, young or disabled feature 
prominently in Sixth Form life.

The Sixth Form at EHS is 
a positive and welcoming 
environment for independent 
study and the development  
of strong relationships, 
responsibility and leadership.

“ There’s something special 
about EHS: it is the School’s 
ability to take any girl with 
any ambition and to support 
them every step of the  
way in their quest to fulfill 
their aspirations, however  
ambitious, unusual, mundane 
or eccentric they are.”

 Sixth Former
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OUR APPROACH

Academic rigour, and acquiring  
a wide range of skills, knowledge 
and accomplishments, is still our 
aim. This sets us apart from many 
other schools.

EHS offers an enjoyable, stimulating 
and supportive environment where 
you can observe and practise the core 
values at the heart of our community: 
tolerance and respect, fairness and 
justice, empathy, co-operation and 
consideration for other people. With 
these values, you will be prepared 
and equipped not just to take your 
place in the wider community, but 
also to complement and enhance it.

Entry requirements
Entry requirements for the Sixth Form 
are six GCSEs with grades A*-B.

There are minimum GCSE grades 
required for individual subjects. This 
is usually an A*, A, or in some cases B, 
in the subjects you want to study at 
AS Level. Information on each subject 
is included in this prospectus.

The higher your achievement at 
GCSE, the greater your chance of 
gaining a higher grade at A Level.

Today, EHS maintains the vision  
of its founders established in  
1876: providing a challenging, 
liberal education for girls.

“ The friendly atmosphere has 
enveloped me from my very 
first day in the Prep School 
through to Sixth Form and 
during my time here I have 
made some amazing friends, 
students and teachers alike.” 

 Sixth Former
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achievement and attainment across the curriculum

Encouraging students to develop confidence  
in their academic, social and creative abilities

Ensuring tutors and staff encourage each  
individual to achieve her potential, and to assume 
greater responsibility for herself and others

Independent learning within a creative Sixth  
Form culture, allowing students to deepen and 
broaden their knowledge, and to improve their 
skills in communication, problem solving, and  
critical, speculative and creative thinking

Recognising the different ways individuals  
learn, and encouraging them to pursue the  
most effective and enjoyable ways to develop  
academically and personally

Nurturing different types of ‘intelligence’ and  
helping students make the most of their  
strengths through wide and varied opportunities 

Providing a balanced and relevant academic  
curriculum, complemented by a tutorial and  
enrichment programme, which together cover  
a broad range of activities and discussions

Helping girls develop characteristics that prepare 
them for life when they leave school – such as  
integrity, confidence, self-assurance, care for others 
and the world around them, and awareness and 
tolerance of others.

THE SCHOOL COMMITS WHOLEHEARTEDLY TO:
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INDUCTION

Induction to EHS Sixth Form
We normally hold an Induction Day 
in the Summer Term before you join 
us in September. It is an opportunity 
to sample lessons in the subjects 
you have chosen for AS Level study, 
meet your fellow students in the 
Sixth Form Common Room, talk to 
staff, and familiarise yourself with 
the teaching environment before  
the Autumn Term begins.

All extracurricu lar and enrichment 
activities are explained and girls are 
encouraged to get involved from 
the outset, applying their individual 
interests and skills.

SCHOLARSHIPS

Academic
Academic scholarships cover up 
to 30% of fees. We award these 
to current pupils based on internal 
reviews, and to external candidates 
by examination.

Music 
We award this scholarship based on 
an audition and interview with the 
Music Department. It covers up to 
50% of fees.

Art
Awarded to selected girls studying 
Fine Art or Graphic Design in the 
Sixth Form, based on an assessment 
task and portfolio.

Performing Arts
A scholarship based on a drama or 
dance audition, and an interview.

Sports
To be eligible for our Sports 
Scholarship, you should already 
have reached county standard 
or equivalent in at least one sport 
offered at EHS. You should also 
demonstrate and communicate 
strong leadership potential.  
We further assess suitability  
by interview.

Sixth Form bursaries
Bursaries are available to girls with 
financial need, who show strong 
ability. Applications are made to the
Headmistress, and are treated in the 
strictest confidence.

BURSARIES
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EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Sport
One Sixth Former will become 
the EHS Sports Captain and take 
responsibility for developing and 
promoting sport throughout the 
School. Captains of the five school 
Houses organise teams and enter 
inter-house tournaments and 
swimming galas. In addition, girls 
offer advice and mentor younger 
athletes and gymnasts, and can 
take up new sports such as fencing 
or golf.

Music 
Sixth Form students feature 
prominently in Senior Choir, the 
School Orchestra and our various 
string and wind ensembles. A Level 
students also help with school 
concerts and productions.

Drama 
The School runs two Youth Theatres 
after school each week. The Senior 
Youth Theatre is for girls in Years 
10–13, and Theatre Studies students 
can also assist with lighting and 
audio-visuals in the Octagon, for 
assemblies and other gatherings. 

Opportunities to broaden your 
knowledge and develop personal 
and social skills are an important 
part of life in the Sixth Form. You 
can choose a range of enrichment 
courses each term, or as a one-year 
course leading to a qualification. 
Options include:

Archaeology
Creative Writing
Drama
Extended Project Qualification
Fine Dining
Mandarin
Primary School Outreach
Russian 
Sociology

EHS Sixth Formers, like all pupils 
from across the School, participate  
in a range of extracurricular 
activities, inevitably taking on 
leadership roles.

“ Girls truly benefit from the 
extensive support and 
continuous care offered  
and certainly the School  
has provided me with  
the foundations and skills 
required to ensure a  
successful future after EHS.”

 Sixth Former
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Community Service is part of the 
Sixth Form timetable, whereby you 
can help in local schools, hospices 
and residential homes for the elderly. 
Or you can help with various projects 
within EHS, such as supporting 
younger children in the Preparatory 
Department or Westbourne Pre-
Preparatory.

 

 

Support and pastoral care
You will have wide-ranging support 
from your Form Tutor, and the Head 
of Sixth Form and their Deputy. You 
will have daily contact with them, and 
they will provide an important link 
with subject staff. 

The Head of Sixth Form liaises closely 
with the Examinations Secretary to 
ensure we provide for students who 
have Specific Learning Difficulties 
or who need special consideration 
in examinations.

We expect all Sixth Formers  
to get involved in school life  
and play an active part in  
the community.

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

“  There is no mould that EHS 
girls are forced into; instead 
we are encouraged to follow 
our own paths.”

 Sixth Former
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YOUR FUTURE – PLANNING AHEAD

We offer careers advice during 
tutorial time, and you can use our 
excellent Careers Room at lunchtimes 
or in study periods. Tutorials with the 
Head of Careers are a time for specific 
advice on the resources available and 
how to use them.

Supporting you in your next steps
Our Higher Education Advisors 
provide induction advice, support 
and guidance on entry to universities 
and other Higher Education 
institutions, and they can help you 
prepare for Oxbridge applications 
and gap year opportunities. 

Many students benefit from 
scholarships and sponsorship for 
particular activities. You can also 
take advantage of voluntary work 
placements during school summer 
holidays at the end of Year 12,  
or after A Levels in Year 13. 

We give advice based on realistic 
expectations, your AS grades, 
comments from subject teacher 
reports, and our knowledge of your 
aptitudes and character. To prepare 
you for the university application 
process, mock interviews are 
arranged – either with a member of 
teaching staff, or someone with a 
rele vant background outside school.

Ready to take on the world
By the time you leave EHS at 
the end of Year 13, you will have 
made friendships for life, shared 
experiences that shape your 
outlook, gained confidence, and 
learned much about how society 
and the wider world work.

Good examination results are just 
one part of the learning process, 
and while you might leave us with 
a university place assured or an 
elaborate gap year planned out, 
we welcome you to stay in touch 
through our Old Girls’ Association. 
It is a welcoming point of contact 
for former pupils, and is a key 
part of the School’s identity and 
growth. For a detailed list of leavers’ 
destinations, visit our website.

Sixth Form students have access 
to comprehensive career and 
Higher Education advice from the 
Sixth Form Team: the Head and 
Deputy Head of Sixth Form, Form  
Tutors, Higher Education Advisors 
and the Head of Careers.
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A FEW WORDS FROM THE GIRLS

There’s something 
very special about 
being at EHS. 
There is a constant buzz here, from 
the excitement of catching up  
with friends after a long weekend,  
to singing the School song with 
passion at the end of term! The 
sense of community engages each 
and every girl, allowing her to grow 
and develop into a confident young 
lady, ready to face university. EHS is  
a unique school; it has not only 
provided me with the foundations 
to flourish, but it also gives everyone, 
both students and teachers, an 
incomparable school experience.  
I absolutely love this school, for the 
academic support, the guidance 
given towards discovering your 
chosen career path, and for the 
memories that I will carry with me. 

At EHS, each girl 
is treated as a 
significant individual. 
During my time here I have 
benefited from extensive support 
from my teachers to hone all areas 
of my studies into the best I can 
achieve. At EHS, any girl with the 
ambition to succeed is given all the 
necessary opportunities to do so, 
with many of us surpassing what  
we believed ourselves capable of.  
I have enjoyed the sense of community 
at EHS, where everyone is encouraged 
to be themselves and get involved 
in what they love. For me, EHS has 
not only formed a vital part of my 
education, equipping me to face the 
wider world, but has also inspired 
me to develop into my own person 
and have confidence when confronting 
whatever lies ahead. 

I joined EHS in  
Year 4 and was 
immediately struck 
by the welcoming 
and friendly 
atmosphere that  
I have continued to 
appreciate since. 
EHS is a school that encourages 
everybody to pursue their individual 
interests and talents, however 
varied and unusual they may seem. 
For example, the after-school and 
lunchtime clubs for knitting, hula 
hooping and even a Harry Potter 
Club. Getting involved in school 
activities has always been important 
to me, and has helped me gain new 
skills, form inter-year friendships 
and strengthen the bond between 
myself and the staff. I love the 
relationship staff have with the girls, 
and believe it is a crucial part in our 
development into young women 
ready to face the unknown.
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Edgbaston High School is easy to 
reach by public transport. Alternatively, 
areas including Barnt Green, Catshill, 
Bromsgrove, Solihull, Walsall,  
Four Oaks, Sutton Coldfield, Streetly, 
Kinver, Stourbridge, Hagley and 
Halesowen are covered by the 
School’s own minibus services or by 
private coaches organised by parents.

Edgbaston High School for Girls
Westbourne Road
Edgbaston
Birmingham B15 3TS

0121 454 5831
Edgbastonhigh.co.uk

DESIGN: WWW.RED-WING.COM

Bus stop

Car park

Train line


