
 

 

 

 

 
Examination Board: OCR 

 
Most students come to study Classical Civilisation as a brand new subject, making it attractive to 
aspirational students. It also provides new opportunities to study diverse topics within Arts and 
Humanities.  
 
For students wishing to progress on to higher education, Classics qualifications are highly esteemed. 
Students not only acquire specific knowledge, but also important transferable skills such as analysing 
sources and developing independent, critical and evaluative approaches. They learn to formulate and 
support an argument and gain a valuable understanding of cultures very different to their own. From 
the proven ability to write a well-structured extended response to the acknowledgement of the views of 
others and a cultural sensitivity to these, Classics puts students in an excellent position to seek 
employment opportunities. 

 

A-level Classical Civilisation (three examined modules) 
 
The World of the Hero (40%, 2 hour 20 minutes)  
Students study Homer’s ‘Iliad’ alongside Virgil’s ‘Aeneid’ exploring concepts of heroism and the context 
in which the epic poems were composed. The unit provides students with an opportunity to appreciate 
the lasting legacy of two epics that are regarded as the beginning of the Western literary canon. 
 
Greek Theatre (30%, 1 hour 45 minutes)  
Students explore the origins of theatre in the study of two Greek tragedies (Sophocles’ ‘Oedipus 
Tryannus’ and Euripides’ ‘Bacchae’) alongside one Greek comedy (Aristophanes’ ‘Frogs’). The drama 
produced in the ancient Greek theatre forms some of the most powerful literature of the ancient world, 
and has a profound and wide-reaching influence on modern culture. 
 
Politics of the Late Republic (30%, 1 hour 45 minutes)  
The Late Roman Republic was a period of upheaval and conflicting views on how the Roman state 
should function. These conflicts eventually led to the downfall of the Republican state and the rise of 
the Roman Emperors. This paper explores this tumultuous period of history by studying the works of 
Cato the Younger, Julius Caesar and Cicero. 
 
Students study Classical Civilisation for 2 years and all examinations are in the summer term. 
 
Students are encouraged to extend their understanding of Classics beyond the demands of the A-level 
syllabus by attending university lectures and workshops on relevant topics. Girls are also encouraged to 
enter Sixth Form essay competitions run by Oxbridge Colleges and the Gladstone Memorial Essay.  

 

Entry Requirements 
This is an intellectually demanding course which requires a high level of analytical thought and literacy. 
Therefore, we expect students to have gained a minimum of a Grade 7 in English Language and / or 
Literature. If students have studied Classical Civilisation GCSE a minimum of Grade 7 is required.  
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