
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Examination Board: AQA 
 
The languages offered at A-level are French, German and Spanish. 
 
The Advanced Level courses in French, German and Spanish are all based on the same principles and are 
similar in content. The emphasis is on comprehension and communication, with the study of formal 
grammar used as a means of improving the student’s fluency and ability to communicate using 
increasingly accurate, complex and varied language. We aim to develop the student’s range of expression, 
from use of the language in everyday situations, to expressing more complex ideas in writing and speech. 
Students are encouraged to read a range of texts and extensive use is made of authentic material drawn 
from newspapers, magazines, films, radio and television broadcasts and websites. Students in the Sixth 
Form have the opportunity to access a range of reference material in the library, on computers, iPads or 
from the library selection of foreign language books and films.  
 
Lessons are in small groups and are conducted primarily in the language being studied. A strong 
emphasis is placed on oral competence. Students allot one lesson each week of their non-contact time to 
a conversation class. This is taken by a native speaker and is devoted to improving the spoken language. 
 
We study topics of social, cultural and literary interest related to the country involved, in the foreign 
language and using authentic contemporary material. Pupils will also study two cultural topics from a 
selection of novels and films. Our aim is to develop critical insights into, and contact with, the 
contemporary society, cultural background and heritage of countries or communities where the foreign 
language is spoken. 
 
Whilst we encourage girls to undertake the two-year A-level course, there is the option of taking the AS 
examination at the end of Year 12, but this is now a standalone qualification. The examinations for the full 
A-level will be taken at the end of Year 13. Each qualification consists of a speaking examination (30%), a 
listening, reading and translation paper (50%) and a written paper (20%). 
 
Topics studied at AS-level: 
 

 Media, technology and Popular Culture 
in the country of the language being 
studied. 

 Changes in family life. 

 Aspects of artistic culture. 

 Plus a literary work or a film. 

  A-level topics: 
 

 Social issues. 

 Multicultural Society.  

 Political Issues. 

 Plus a literary work or a film 
(unless a film has been studied at AS-level). 

 
There are many degree courses in Modern Languages, with an increasing number offering a combination 
with a wide variety of other subjects. However, study of a Modern Language at Advanced Level is not 
intended exclusively for the specialist. The course is also suitable for students who wish to acquire a 
secondary skill and, of course, for those who simply enjoy the language. 
 
Entry Requirements: 
Students must obtain Grade 7, 8 or 9 in their chosen language at GCSE level. 
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