
 

 

 

 

 
Examination Board: AQA 

 
Sociology is a fascinating subject involving the study of people in society. It offers you the opportunity 
to gain a deeper understanding of the world around you and reflect on your own social experiences. 
Topics range from the family to the education system and from global crime to religious cults. The 
impact of gender, ethnicity and social class on people’s experience of society is explored. You will also 
learn about sociological theory and the research methods used by sociologists to investigate society. 
Sociology is offered as a one year AS course and as a two year A-level. 

 
AS Examination (one year course) 
Paper 1: Education with Methods in Context 
Content: Education, Research Methods in context 
Assessment: 1 hour and 30 minute written examination (short answer and essay questions) worth 50% 
of the mark. 
Paper 2: Research Methods and Topics in Sociology 

Content: Research Methods, Families and Households 
Assessment: 1 hour and 30 minute written examination (short answer and essay questions) worth 50% 
of the mark. 

 
A-level Examination (two year course) 
Unit 1: Education with Research Methods 
Content: Education, Methods in context, Sociological Theory and Methods 
Assessment: 2 hour written examination (a mixture of short answer and essay questions) worth 33.3% of 
the mark. 
Unit 2: Topics in Sociology 

Content: Families and Households, Beliefs in Society 
Assessment: 2 hour written examination (essay questions) worth 33.3% of the mark. 
Unit 3: Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods 

Content: Crime and Deviance, Sociological Theory and Methods 
Assessment: 2 hour written examination (short answer and essay questions) worth 33.3% of the mark. 

 
Where can Sociology lead? 
A-level Sociology will develop your critical and research skills, which are valuable for higher education 
and beyond. It can lead directly to a degree in Sociology, Criminology and the Social Sciences or to 
degree courses in subjects as diverse as History, Law, Politics and Psychology. Sociology is particularly 
relevant for anyone considering a career in the caring professions, such as social work, nursing and 
teaching. 

 
Entry Requirements 
Grade 6 or better in English at GCSE is a requirement as students will write essays as part of the course. 
You should have an interest in social issues and be willing to participate in group discussions. 
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